SO    BUREAUCRATIC GOVERNMENT
he   is   uncertain,  and  against  whom he
cannot with  dignity retaliate.    There is
no medicine so distasteful as free criticism
to your true despot, whether autocrat or
bureaucrat;  indeed, any light of publicity
on his proceedings he deprecates as both
unnecessary   and   indecorous.     Like  the
mole,  he  loves to  work  in  secret,   only
presenting  the  finished molehill  for  the
public gaze.     But, partly influenced no
doubt by their home  traditions,  officials
in  India have sensibly enough  come to
recognize that the newspaper press is a
. force which has come to stay,  and the
criticisms  of  which can  in no  wise   be
altogether ignored.    Indeed1, the existence
of   the   press,   whilst   it   trammels   their
actions  and  imposes on  them  the need
of caution, is not without its advantages.
For   instance,   the   European   press   can
generally  be   relied  on  to   support   the
Government in measures of restraint and
coercion   against  the natives.    The  un-
official European desires in all  sincerity
to " keep the natives in their place/* and
to any measure tending to that goal he